International Court of Justice (ICJ)

General information

The ICJ has since 1946 been the principal judical organ of the United Nations and it is seated in The Hague in the Netherlands. It operates under a statute that is an integral part of the Charter of the United Nations.

The ICJ has a dual role. It settle the legal disputes submitted to it by the member states, and it gives advisory opinions on legal questions referred to it by international organs and agencies.

Only states may submit legal disputes to and appear before the ICJ. The state has to be a member state of the United Nations to be entitled to do this. Moreover the states have to accept the Courts jurisdiction for the ICJ to be competent to settle a dispute. If the Court has jurisdiction, it decides in accordance with international treaties and conventions in force, international custom and general principles of law. As subsidiary means the ICJ makes the decisions in accordance to former judicial decisions and the teachings of qualified publicists. 

For more information:

http://www.icj-cij.org/icjwww/icjhome.htm 
