The European Court of Human Rights 
General background

The Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms was created within the Council of Europe and entered into force in September 1953. In addition to that, three institutions were entrusted with the responsibility to enforce the obligations by the Convention in the contracting states. One of the three institutions was the European Court of Human Rights. 

The European Court of Human Rights is an international institution seated in Strasbourg and the Court can in certain circumstances examine complaints concerning breaches of the rights under the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms. 

The Court can only deal with complaints from someone that personally and directly has been a victim. The complaint must also be directed towards a State which has ratified the Convention and the protocols. The Court can not deal with complaints against private individuals or private organisations. All domestic remedies must have been exhausted before the European Court of Human Rights can examine a complaint. 

More information at:

http://www.echr.coe.int/Eng/General.htm 
http://www.echr.coe.int/Notesfor%20guidanceApplicants/NoticeENG.pdf 
Application form:

http://www.echr.coe.int/Application%20forms/FormulaireBILINGUE.pdf 
